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Abstract :  To identify current problems in neonatal care in Nara Prefectural Hospital,
we retrospectively studied neonates who required consultation with other departments
during their hospital stays. The subjects were neonates admitted to our neonatal care unit
between April 1, 1992 and September 30, 1995. Two hundred forty-two neonates were
admitted and 122 (50.4 %) patients required consultaion with twelve other departments for
the following reasons : prematurity (90 cases; 54 %), congenital abnormality (32 cases; 19
%), accidents during the perinatal period (12 cases; 7 %), and others (32 cases: 19 %).
Sixteen patients were transfered to other hospitals for special treatment, for example, laser
photocoagulation for retinopathy due to prematurity, cardiac surgery, or pediatric surgery
that could not be performed at our hospital. It is very important for neonatal care to
establish good relationships with other departments and to clarify the nature of neonatal
diseases.
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Table 1. Complications of the subjects and its

incidence

N=242
Respiratory distress syndrome 30 (12%)
Transient tachypnea of the newborn 28 (12%)
Meconium aspiration syndrome 17 C 7%)
Pneumothorax 7 (3%)
Bronchopulmonary dysplasia 4 (2%)
Wilson-Mikity syndrome 2 (1%)
Patent ductus arteriosus .20 (8%
Sepsis 16 € 7%)
Necrotizing enterocolitis 3 (1%)
Intraventricular hemorrhage* 3 (1%)
Retinopaty of prematurity** 4 (2%)

* Papille grade III, IV
* % =Stage III
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Table 2. Ophthalmology

No.

Consulted day

(N=91) GA (W BW. @ g birth

Fundus examination 86 (95%)

ROP 78 (86%) 34.0+2.8*% 1904+469.5 27.8+8.7

asphyxia 4 (4%) 39.3£1.0 3539+411.9 15.0£7.5

anomaly/chromosomal 4 C4%) 40.8+0.5  34204702.4  24.3+15.5

abnormality

conjunctivitis 4 (4%) 39.8+1.0 3479+536.8 17.5+10.5
esotropia 1 C1%) 39 2728 27

G.A. (W) : geatational age (week)
B. W. : birth weight

* mean+S.D.

ROP : retinopaty of prematurity
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Table 3. Otolaryngology

No. Consulted day
(N=16) C-A W BW- @ aer birtn
examination of ABR 6 (38%) 34.0%£3.2 1971£670.1 37.2+26,2
suspect of tracheostenosis 4 (25%) 38.8+3.2 3183+699.2 24.3+11.5
otitis media/externa 4 (25%) 37.0+2.5 2273+274.5 23.8+4.2
facial paralysis 1 (6% 40 3092 22
anomaly of tongue 1 (6%) 40 3102 12

ABR : auditory brain stem response

Table 4. Dermatology and Surgery

G A lBwW. Consulted . .
Department | Case day after Diagnosis
W | @ bi
irth
1 37 |3320 1 systemic candidasis
2 40 | 3425 8 impetigo with GBS sepsis
3 31 | 2054 11 impetigo
4 | 37 |'3064 25 impetigo
5 31 | 1400 13 erosion
6 31 | 2040 72 erosion
Dermatology 7 38 | 3240 33 epidermal necrosis
8 40 | 3102 16 susp. of trichorrhexis nodosa
9 41 | 2588 51 cleft palate and lip
10 38 | 3296 20 seborrheic eczema
11 39 | 3678 29 infantile eczema
12 41 | 3774 18 infantile eczema
13 37 | 2230 11 infantile eczema
1 34 11328 0 gastroschisis
2 39 | 2394 1 congenital esophageal atresia
3 38 | 3240 4 hepatoblastoma
4 31 | 2040 64 Hirschsprung disease
5 39 | 2879 2 Hirschsprung disease
Surgery 6 40 | 2950 17 Hirschsprung disease
7 27 954 11 necrotizing enterocolitis
8 37 | 2700 4 paralytic ileus, DIC
9 31 | 1256 76 umbilical herniation
10 39 | 1720 29 inguinal herniation
11 41 | 3882 7 cutdown

GBS : Group B streptococcus

DIC : disseminated intravascular coagulation
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Table 5. Orthopedics and Circulation

Department | Case G A.|B. W.| Consulted day Diagnosis
(W) | (g) | after birth
1 36 | 2098 29 syndactyly
2 39 | 2728 15 syndactyly
3 10 | 2672 15 syndactyly, exstrophy of
lower leg
4 41 | 2588 56 syndactyly
. 5 39 | 3678 9 pes adductus
Orthopedics | ¢ | 4y | 3109 17 pes adductus
7 38 | 3280 4 snapping finger
8 41 | 3882 26 malformation of ear
9 41 | 4108 10 cleft palate and lip
10 37 | 3064 2 fracture of humerus
11 40 | 4110 1 brachial palsy
1 27 |1025 6 PDA ligation
2 32 | 1826 19 PDA ligation
3 35 | 2640 7 VSD
4 39 |2930 6 VSD
5 41 | 2588 46 VSD
Circulation 6 39 | 3158 0 DORV
7 37 | 2230 2 TOF
8 37 | 2280 38 PA stenosis
PDA,
9 372985 15 chromosomal anomaly ; 3P(—)
10 38 | 2700 1 arrythmia

PDA ' patent ductus arteriosus
VSD : ventricular septal defect
DORYV : double outlet right ventricule

TOF : tetralogy of Fallot
PA : pulmonary artery

Table 6. Other departments

G. A.|B. W.| Consulted day . .
Department Case | @ after birth Diagnosis
1 33 | 1982 42 hydrocele
2 39 | 2076 30 hydrocele
Urology 3 29 | 1444 26 hydronephrosis
4 39 | 2028 10 susp. of urethral stenosis
5 34 | 2368 24 susp. of retension testis
1 39 | 2836 4 IVH
Brain surgery 2 38 | 3366 7 SDH
3 40 | 3148 13 SDH
Obstetrics/ 1 33 | 1310 69 colpoptosis
Gynecology 2 39 | 2028 7 susp. of ovarian cyst
Anesthesiol 1 37 | 2700 13 canulization of central vein
WOI08Y g | 38 | 3240 6 hepatoblastoma
Radiology 1 38 | 3240 6 hepatoblastoma
Neurology 1 38 | 3366 7 facial paralysis

IVH : intraventricular hemorrhage

SDH : subdural hemorrhage
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