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[ Abstract]

In forensic autopsies, postmortem microbial ethanol production makes it difficult to estimate
the amount of antemortem alcohol consumption. 1-propanol, which is produced simultaneously
with ethanol, has been used as an indicator of postmortem ethanol production. However, it
becomes increasingly clear that postmortem ethanol production can occur without 1-propanol
production. Therefore, the use of 1-propanol as an indicator of postmortem ethanol production is
getting awkward to use and the identification of bacteria accompanied with ethanol production is
required to elucidate the mechanism of postmortem ethanol production. In this study, we
measured the blood alcohol concentration and analyzed the bacterial flora using the 16STRNA
(16S) gene region by next-generation sequencing to identify the bacteria involved in postmortem
alcohol production. The bacterial flora analysis of 88 samples identified 1065 bacterial genera.
We divided the 88 samples into 3 groups as follows: Group I (n=27); ethanol (-) and 1-propanol
(-), Group II (n=21); ethanol (+) and 1-propanol (-), and Group III (n=40); ethanol (+) and 1-
propanol (+). The bacterial content was compared among groups using Linear Discrimination
Analysis Effect Size (LEfSe) and 16S copies. The total 16S copies was significantly larger in
groups Il and III than in group I, demonstrating that postmortem alcohol production is more likely
to occur as the bacterial content increases. In the blood of decomposed corpses, anaerobic bacteria
such as Proteus and Vagococcus were involved in ethanol production, while Morganella,
Peptoniphilus, Anaerosalibacter, and Tissierella were involved in 1-propanol production as well
as ethanol production. This study demonstrated that the postmortem alcohol production depended
on the amount and type of bacteria. This is the first study that analyzed the relationship between
bacterial flora and alcohol production in cadaveric blood. These results may be applicable to the

estimation of antemortem ethanol consumption in the practical forensic examination.

Key words: postmortem alcohol production, meta-16S rRNA gene analysis, bacterial flora,

ethanol, 1-propanol
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Postmortem Alcohol test PCR amplicon )
Group ) Detection rate
interval (d) Ethanol 1-propanol + —
[ (n=55) 2-30 - - 27 28 49.1%
o (n=22) 5-75 + - 21 1 95.5 %
(0.1-1.0 mg/ml)
I (n=40) 2-150 + + 40 0 100.0 %

(02-1.5mg/ml)  (0.1~0.3 mg/ml)

#=1



Sample

Total

Clostridium

Clostridium

D 168 Copics  sensu stricto Proteus Vagococcus  Staphylococcus Cluster X Enterococcus Hafnia Bacteroides  Edwardsiella  Enterobacter Other

11 0126775 0005487 0.052558 0.000035 0.001568 0.000539  0.000238 0.003583 0.000014 Akkermansia 0.018833
12 6883171 5094419 1.538110 0.004076 0.000199 0.000894 0.002981 0.000099 0.031317 0.003877

18 1.608188 0003126 0.009087 0.001381 0.000073 0.002035 0.001781 0.000036  0.000400 1.467127 ~ 0.001054

19 2720760 0006380 0.635675 0.007039 0.000152 0.003342  0.001064 0.000101 1.350403  0.000557 0.000101 Peptostreptococcus 0.371165
20 1813385 0271188 1502764 0.002117 0.000879 0.000320 0.000919 0.000040 0.000480 ~0.000160  0.001358

23 7924167 5891080 0.005683 0.010579 0.002448 0.002623 0.003497 0.000175 0.000962 0.000612  0.000087 eosinis giggzg;‘
24 2035667 0.003649 0.001686 0.002894 0.000226 0.000352 1.997621 0000151 0.000025

27 0053801 0.000037 0.000029 0.000016 0.000022 0.051557 0.000015 0.000009  0.000017 0.000003

28 4527049 1.021244 0.011198 0921503 0.001440 0.009678 0.002000 1.868681 0.000720 0.000080  0.001600 Butiawsella 0.229476
29 1243895  0.021775 0.034718 0344505 0.002760 0.002484  0.000497 0.000690 0.000055  0.000055  0.002594 Mo g:ggigg;
32 3598592 0.069073 0.002952 0.017604 3482719 0.000698 0.000376 0.001234  0.000054 0.000590

38 2307771 1.024170  0.188981 0437756 0.000099 0.309422  0.000428 0.017694  0.000033  0.000691 Peptoniphilus 0.149778
39 2606526 0.001874 0.002291 0.000729 0.010204 2.328725  0.003436 0.023063 Kebsiella 0.147803
41 0034696  0.000104 0.000406 0.000104 0.000550  0.000005 0.000169 Aeromonas 0.030647
43 7.004266 0005144 4308519 2310440 0.002494 0.016054  0.021354 0.000312 0.004520

45 1261630  0.000334 0.001033 0.004376 0.000699 0.004376 0.000334 0.000030  0.000030 1.006776 Lactobacillus 0,140222
47 1734351 1577850 0.116971 0012730 0.000223  0.000223  0.000112 0.000084

49 5908541 4346022 1.071754 0.052337 0.000185 0.000371 0.002964 0.000093  0.070308 0.000834

50 0.117467  0.000076 0.109114 0.001592  0.000030 0.000020 0.000005

51 0082746  0.000038 0.040264 0.012181 0.000004 0.000201  0.000863 0.000004 Morganelia 0.019154
60  0.023304  0.000008 0.000001 0.000003 0.000041 0.000004 0.000003 0.000001 Lactobacillus 0.021525

ZIMEE LT 2 MER O EEENS% U L ThH 721683 B —H & K G TRT.



%3

S’”I“D"l“ 16ST231:11)ies Cé‘,’i’;’g‘:’/‘é’," ;’:;:Z[':’I'Z’; Vagococcus  Peptoniphilus  Morganella  Anaerosalibacter  Tissierella Proteus  Enterococcus  Bacteroides Other

1 3040292 0002611 0002390 0386736 1566463 0.050588 0.000265 0.340707 0.000841 0.001461 0.560940

2 0698122 0.000047 0.001609 0.000520 0.000260 0.673425 0.000047 0.000284 0.001585  0.000095

3 3502671 0037344 1104637 0.009606 0885919  0.003782 0002402 0034222 1301982  0.000360

5 4725620 0001654 0233116 0438873 2641621 0003308 0000382 0.008017 0.010752 0.003690 0.042500 Pepiosirepiococcus 1.197263
6 3504314 0001245 0002488 0960182 0.001478 0.091472 0.000233 0.000544 0.357440 1.044286  0.010828 Kiebsiella 0.494108
7 0870913  0.000412 0.003839 0.000304 0.000347 0.004836 0.000022  0.002104  0.006029  0.000108 e g:ggﬁzé
8 1.696045 0000037 0054598 0.002185 0.000222 0.002815 0042597 0002667 0000037 g g:ggf;?s
9 11016970 0001683 1167780 4088302 0.094230 0.660070 0.000153 1446494 0075109 0.013003 0.023405  Dysgonomonas 3.045346
10 3242945 0.000421 0.001892 0.850846 0.000281 1423778 0.001402 0.000210 0.088316 0002734 0.000771  lactobacilius 0.541110
13 3148215 172068 0005210 0002175 0003642 0002832 0000202 0000506 0.000556 0.000759 0000354 e g:gig‘;ﬁf
1410595392 0.004379 5006915 0005510 0.001272 0.021900 3.330505 0.001271 1.842290 0.001412  0.000706

IS 2947188  0.005271 0003850 0.003790 0.001007 0.656786 0.000237 0.006455 0.335145 1761893  0.000237

17 1093458 0001114 0.001414 0002422 0.002207 0.008230 0.001329 0.000257 1.023400 0.000579  0.000429

21 6103385 0001453 0.005463 0287712 4794208 0.014938 0.001744 0.225868 0.010695 0.003545 0421105

30 2976702 1815618 0.003354 0217504 0.000373 0.044022 0.000053 0.000213 0.636329 0.177899  0.006122

31 5384930 0766492 4.481679 0.001134 0000071 0.002055 0.000071 0.000071 0.002551 0.000142

33 1457569  0.000204 0002580 1.041810 0.000102  0.006207 0.000026  0.240459  0.002861  0.021073 M?Z;ZZ 0.103448
34 0990753 0.000016 0.941654 0.000543 0.000224  0.000032 0.000080 0.001118  0.012838  0.000287

37 3349186 2167192 0.000911 0.855331 0.000391 0.000304 0.000043 0.000174 0.000911 0.015669 0.000564

40 7869388  7.077909 0003343 0.004422 0.000647 0.000431 0.000324 0.000539 0.002157 0.001078

48 6218000  0.001431 0.005983 1270185 0.082589 0.019639 0.000650 2.873718 0.886632 0.005202 0.689718

52 2225905 0.002155 0.001102 0.889960 0.053886 0.080470 0217940 0.893839 0.022273 0.002874 0.002108

54 6194853 0003154 0.006402 0.001299 0000835 0278797 3.625099 2.112082 0.005103  0.000742

55 0750568 0000209 0477878 0.000253 0.000045 0.259049 0.000089 0.000224 0.006216  0.000045

56 1156084  0.000025 0.000582 0.493740 0527623 0.000051 0.000101 0.021205 0.085149  0.000101

58 1143585 0534258 0.000279 0.000152 0.000076 0.001217 0.000025 0.000051 0.000380 Leuconosioe 0.577281
59 0924604  0.000029 0.000287  0.000201 0.000057 0.879651 0.000086 0.013922 0.000832 0.000086 0.000287

62 1047372 0000392 0.002223 0.000490 0.000163 0.997645  0.000065 0.001569  0.000294  0.000229

63 5326265 4147731 1069734 0.000459 0.000367 0.006702 0.000551 0.000367 0.003581 0.000551 0.000184

64 7.389677  0.004079 0.005038 4.747517 0005638 1472106 0.000360 0.028550 0.971407 0.011756 0.016194

65 5859130 5742229 0.003404 0.000537 0.001612 0.000179  0.000806 0.000537  0.000269

66 3704842 1583070 1111641 0001257 0.000343 0.000286 0.000114 0.000057 0.003944 0.546818 0.000743 Lactobacillus 0.376949
67 5234394 4539943  0.010786 0.000453 0.000181 0.001269 0.002175 0.000181 0.000725  0.003082 E“’f;;f;’;};‘; 0.547984
83 4768133  0.000976 3.747076 0003661 0000814 0.000163 0.000325 0.003824 ~ 0.000081 Anaeracoccus 0854596
84 9076279 0591526 5752037 0.000221 0000221 0.000221 0.000110 0.000662 0.001435  0.000773 Rombowsia 1.617647
85 1312130  0.000084 0.005647 0.694566 0.000042 0433152 0.000125 0.119205  0.003388  0.000753

86  2.782450  0.107769 0.005582 0325585 0.000057 1.607360  0.000057 0.000570  0.002165 Paenibacillus 0.598197
87 3437561 0000361 0.108076 0.141715 0000361 1014930 0.000060 0.000060 0.593938 0.088639 0.003009 Ignatzschineria 1.311599
88  7.837852 0259613 0.077297 1583758 2988371 0.004699 0.003172 0474587 0.349009 0.015741 1.763608

89 15132308 0005296 0011439 0003601 3504471 0005931 4062001 0004872 0010488 0000635 0556047 ~Cloreimitva 1740797
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BEE AR T 2 HME B OB FERENS% L ETh 572168 2 B — 4% K TR .



100%

90%

80% -

70%

60%

50%

40%

Relative Abundance

30%

20%

10%

0%

Group I

}

[l

©
~

Gi‘oup II

Grohp 11

!

"l|

sol

o T

r*sot\wmv-l\ol\oocmvrfoccml\

Wi O o v OO

u Other
Hafnia

« Leuconostoc
Ignatzschineria
Romboutsia
Streptococcus

w Clostridium_XVIII

® Lactococcus
Klebsiella

w Cetobacterium

w Serratia

w Citrobacter

B Edwardsiella
Fusobacterium

w Enterobacter
Staphylococcus

® Anaerosalibacter

© Bacteroides

w Escherichia/Shigella
Lactobacillus
Tissierella

® Psychrobacter

® Peptoniphilus

® Enterococcus

W Aeromonas
Pseudomonas

W Vagococcus
Morganella

® Proteus

B Clostridium_XI

® Clostridium_sensu_stricto



. ] LI

| 1 [ I
: ] Enterobacteriales
Firmicutes
Clostridia
Clostridiales
Enterobacteriaceae

Enterococcaceae

, Morganella

- Lactobacillales

Vagococcus

Proteus

| | | [ |

Proteus_mirabilis
Vagococcus_carniphilus
Morganella_morganii
Clostridiales_Incertae_Sedis_X|
Clostridium_sporogenes
Peptoniphilus

-Bacteroidaceae

Tissierella

Xanthomonadales
Flavobacteriia

— Clostridium_chromiireducens
Gostrid%num_perfrmgens
Psychrobacter sp_
Pseudofnonas_sb-
Eschen:thia_ShicjeHa
Psychrobacter -
Moraxejlaceae °
Aeromo:hadacea'e
Aeromonas
Aeromonadales -
Pseudoérmonadaéeae
Pseudomonas

Pseudomonadales
| I i

| i i i ]
-6.0-48-3.6-2.4-1.2 0.0 1.2 24 3.
LDA SCORE (log 10)

6 48 6.0

X|2a



X|2b

Staphylococcaceae
Clostridium_sporogenes

Proteus_mirabilis
I i [ [ I

-4 - 0 2 -
LDA SCORE (log 10)



X|3a

(L p = 6.7e-09
10 % ’ ‘
p = 0.0375
p=0.0016
1 O 10 ‘ %
i USSP S
o |
o i
a
3 10" g
w
(o}
g
8 10"
-05 E
l_..
10 ——
%
i
Group I GroupIl Grouplll




X|3b

Pantoea

Carnobacterium

Aeromonas

Psyvchrobacter

I Clostridium_sensu_stricto
Escherichia/Shigella
Cetobacterium
Clostridium_XT
Fusobacterium

Pseudomonas

Enterobacter

Edwardsiella

Bacteroides

Hafnia

I Enterococcus
Clostridium_XI
Staphylococcus

Vagococcus

Proteus
Clostridium_sensu_stricto

Bacteroides

Enterococcus

Proteus

Tissierella

I Anaerosalibacter
Morganella

Peptoniphilus

Vagococcus
Clostridium_sensu_stricto
Clostriditan_X1

Total 16S copies (X 10%ml )

(=]

10 20 30

v



a) . Clostridium sensu stricto Clostridium cluster Xi

e seve ole
. Py . 4 e
1w - o . . ool
g .. * . : :
&8 10 . . & . .
@) . . - :. H
Q10 B o TR . & o*o
a ovor . e - oo oy
© ' %Y - - = o
- . - w
. om w .
107 & . boed &
107 . - *
£ . .
Group I Groupll Grouplll Group I  Groupll  Grouplll
b) Vagococcus Y Proteus ol Enterococeus | ! Bactervides
10 . . VT . [
. : . . .
X . cedins . 1 Lol -» & .
. 10 - o3te N : oese : ot
wn & - .3 Py
& 10°f . 107 ol 2.. 10%} . - 10%) . .
3 0 = . 2 & 0 0 * b
n 8 - "o pood - poeesy 1073 L) P ”t:" Pl .
& 10 P - vy M Ronad 1 - E- 3 .- * o :&:
AP o?o . - 10%% - . - e Laad . oy
10 pood . . beod . 107 . s .
o - . $ hd b . :
107 e . . ' : H 1 ! »
w0y - ; L S | 10%t .
Group I Groupll  Grouplll Group I Groupll  Grouplll Group I GroupIl  Groupll Group I Groupll  Grouplll
C) Staphylococcus Hafnia R Edwardsiella Enterobacter
107 1077}
. Ld . I .
[t 10"y
10 . A .
Wy L] &
g w0 10°Y .
S . .
RS 7 & . .
O W0f - . 3 o = 3
B o * 3 &N : . . - feed 10° o -
2 107 A - Fy . 03 v 10° - - .2‘ ! 8 . vosss
" g ] "~ : * bond 108k . -
1071 & ™) 38 H poos 'ﬁ"“ y - - ry 0 —or otssse
o & P+ . 1078 .
N pood . ¢ L] 10y e A
10%% . . 10%% [ -
- * . . 1 (’}“‘b ”.
Group I Groupll  Grouplll Group I Groupll  Grouplll Group I Groupll Grouplll Group I Groupll  Grouplll
; o ; g ; ! : o
d) Peptoniphilus Morganeila N Anaerosalibacter - Tissierella
0 | 1m0y
< - a
10" : g8, 10 s
) I . . ¢ had
¥ % . T
o 1w . A ! KX ] W0y . .
3‘ i " - i
8 10k o 10 I : & e o . .
! . & oS . = s o R X
s W - % onnanre 10 - *ee pous o * | .
= - ""“: e sl " - 'y oo < vedos
101 ..:.. ¢ KA 107 & . . R # - -
. L hd |
10%4 * 1wy = . ki . 1 had
a . 3 hand weon
107y e 10° " .

Group I Groupll  Grouplll Group I Groupll  Grouplll Group I Groupll  Grouplll Group I GroupIl  Grouplll






